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All true knowledge of God must be acquired, received, and believed, not by
reasoning but by the revelation from God's Word.

Editor's note: The following article was
taken from Dr. Wierwille's final Sunday
night service teaching as president of
The Way International.

I'vealways wanted to have, and for
others to have, a true knowledge of

God, a true knowledge of His 'Nord,
and a true knowledge of His Son. Ever
since I can remember, my heart's de-
sire has always been to truly know God
and to walk in the light of His Word
and with His Son, Jesus Christ, and to
endeavor to be as he is. Philippians 3
best captures my own thoughts con-
cerning my past, my goals, and my
desire to know God's Word.
Philippians 3:7-14:
But what things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ.
Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss

for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Christ,
And befound in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the
righteousn'ess which is of God by faith:
That I may know him, and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffer-
ings, being made conformable unto his death;

If by a~ means I might attain unto the resur-
rection of the dead.
Not as though I had already attained, either
were already perfect: but I follow after, if that
I may apprehend that for which also I am
[was] apprehended of Christ Jesus.
Brethren, I count not myself to have ap-
prehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before,
I press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

It is only through the truth of God's
Word rightly divided that we can find
"The Knowledge of God." I want to
go to this Word with you and show you
what it has for us.

Let's take a closer look at this section
in Philippians 3. Verse 7 says, "But
what things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ." The word
"counted" is the word "esteemed. "
This verse more accurately reads, "But
what things were gain to me, those I
esteemed or valued loss for Christ."

If you want to see what things Paul
had gained according to the senses,
there are seven of them listed in verses
5 and 6. First of all, he had been cir-
cumcised on the eighth day; he was of
the stock of Israel; he was of the tribe
of Benjamin; a Hebrew of the Hebrews;

as touching the law, a Pharisee; concern-
ing zeal, he had persecuted the Church;
and, touching the righteousness in the
law, Paul had been blameless. All of
these things that were previously con-
sidered gain to him, he esteemed or he
counted as loss for Christ.

In verse 8 he coun ted "all things but
loss for the excellency," the excellency
of one thing only: the knowledge of
Christ Jesus who was his lord. " ... For
whom I have suffered the loss of all
things .... " The word "suffered" is
the word "allowed." Paul said, "I've
allowed myself to do without or lose all
these things, and I do look at them as if
they were dung, in order that I may win
Christ." "To win" means to know for
sure, to know with an absolute certainty.
I want to know for sure, without any iota
of doubt, that I may know with an ab-
solute certainty, Christ. That's the
greatness of this verse.

Verse 9 says, "And be found in
him .... " Paul wanted to be found in
Christ "not having [arry of] mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but
that which is through [dia, by way of]
the [pistis, the believing] of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God." The
last two words of this verse, "by
faith," are omitted in all the Aramaic
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texts. This verse properly reads: consider in depth, in detail with revelation of what Jesus Christ is-that
"That I may be found in Christ, hav- minute accuracy. "Brethren, I con- he is for us, to us, and in us-in Ephe-
ing the believing action that Christ sider not yet myself to have appre- sians, Philippians, and Colossians; and
Jesus made available, which is God's hended: but, this one thing I do." And the knowledge of God regarding the
righteousness in and to every born- this one thing Paul does is what? Forget- return of Christ in Thessalonians.
again believer." ting. The word "forgetting" is the All true knowledge of God must be

Then comes the great tenth verse. word literally meaning refuting. In acquired, received, and believed, not
"That I may know him .... " The other words, "This one thing I do is to by reasoning but by the revelation
word "know" means to from God's Word. God
know by experience. We cannot be known by intel-
can know Christ by our The high calling is the upward calling; and lectual speculation and
very own experience. The the upward calling is the meeting with the mental gymnastics, but by
word "and" in verse 10 is lord in the air, the gathering together with andJrom the integrity and
the word "both." We are Christ to be with him forevermore. the accuracy of God's
to know two things of wonderful, matchless, re-
Christ: both the power of ============================= vealed Word. That's why
("in" is the text) his resurrection, and declare null and void, refuting those the little phrase that we've used in The
the fellowship or the identification with things which are behind and reaching Way Ministry for years is so literally
Christ in his sufferings. Because we are forth." The reaching forth is to reach true: The Word of God IS the Will of
identified with Christ, we are today as out unto those things which are ahead, God. The Word of God is the will of
he is. The last part of verse 10: which are up-and-coming, in the God and no man will ever know the
" ... The fellowship of his sufferings, future. Those things that will be made will of God without knowing the Word
being made conformable unto his available at the return. of God. Sometimes when I say this
death." It would be tremendous to Verse 14. "I press toward the mark phrase I feel we could almost stop at
translate it literally according to usage for the prize .... " The prize we press the verb "is" and simply say to people
as, "Being made as he was so we might for is the return-the prize at the all over the nations of the world: The
renew our minds, being conformed to return, at the bema. The high calling is Word of God IS. The Word of God IS.
being as he is." the upward calling; and the upward The Word of God IS. It's a present

Verse 11. "If by any means I might calling is the meeting with the lord in tense verb. The Word of God IS-not
attain .... " The word "attain" is to the air, the gathering together with a has been, not a will be. It is an IS .

. arrive. We are to arrive unto the out- Christ to be with him forevermore. It's a living reality now. That's the
resurrection; "out-resurrection" is the That's why we press toward the mark, Word of God. And the knowledge of
word. This resurrection is out from the mark for the prize, the upward call- God is revealed and found only in His
among others who will be resurrected ing of God in Christ Jesus. Son, Jesus Christ, and in the revealed
at a later time. There are three great categories of Word. That's why to "be found in

Verse 12. "Not as though I had al- the knowledge of God and His Word him," in Philippians 3:9, is to be
ready attained .... " Not as though addressed to us, the Body of the born- found in salvation grace; but to be
I've already been raised out from the again believers. Number one is the made like him is in the gathering
rest or were already perfect, "but I knowledge of God regarding man's together. In the time between our be-
follow after." The word "follow" is justification; and that knowledge of ing found in him by salvation's grace
the word "press." It's not just some- God is recorded in three Church and being made like unto him in the
thing you hitchhike along on. It's Epistles-Romans, Corinthians, and gathering together, we are to come to
something you press toward, you reach Galatians. The second knowledge of know him.
for, you put the dynamic of your soul God is what God is FOR us, TO us, Remember Philippians 3: 10? "That
into. I press after "that I may ap- and IN us. And that knowledge of I may know him .... " That I may
prehend." And the word "apprehend" God is garnered in the Epistles of know him. Not question, not doubt,
is the Greek word katalambano . You are Ephesians, Philippians, and Coles- but that I may know that I know that I
familiar with the word lambano which sians. The third knowledge of God in know him. That I may know Jesus
means to receive into manifestation, to the Word to the Body of believers is the Christ. And knowing Jesus Christ you
evidence. This verse in Philippians 3 knowledge of God regarding the will know God. "That I may know
says, "That I may so live that I kata- return of His Son, our lord and him, and the power of [in] his resurrec-
lambano , receive into manifestation, savior, Jesus Christ. This information tion .... " But how am I going to
also that for which I am apprehended is about the gathering together when know him? Who can tell me? That's
of Christ Jesus." That's the greatness the dead in Christ shall rise first and the great question. None of the articles
of verse 12. And that receiving into we which are alive and remain shall be of Christendom will ever tell me. None
manifestation will, of course, occur at changed and so shall we be joined to- of the creeds of Christendom will ever
the time of the return of Christ when gether with him forever. And this knowl- sufficiently declare it, people. None of
we willbe made as perfect as he is. edge is recorded in Thessalonians. the confessions that have been written

V~rse 13. "Brethren, I count .... " So you have the knowledge of God will make it known. All traditions are
The word "count" is the Greek word regarding man's justification in going to fail us. There is only one place
logizomai, and from this word we derive Romans, Corinthians, and Galatians; to go if you want to know and that's
the English word "logic." It means to the knowledge of God regarding God's the Word, the Word, the Word, and
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nothing but the Word. Strengthened with what? All might. Man could never begin to understand

Look at Ephesians 1. " ... According to his [God's] glorious God and His plan for us unless God
Ephesians 1:17 and 18: power, unto all patience and longsuf- Himself told us. Our minds by them-
That the God oj our Lord Jesus Christ, the fering with joyfulness." selves can simply not begin to fathom
Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of Verse 12. "Giving thanks unto the God without His revealing Himself to
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge oj him: Father, which hath made us meet .... " 11S. Thus, nothing ever takes the place
The eyes of your understanding being And the word "meet" is "adequate." of the revealed Word of God.
enlightened; that ye may know what is the We are adequate to be partakers of the What does Hebrews 4:12 say? "For
hope of his calling, and what ============================= the word of God is
the riches of the glory of his 0 . d b hi' I quick .... " That meansur mm s y t emse ves can simp y notinheritance in the saints. it's living. Note carefully

If you want the eyes of begin to fathom God without His revealing that it is the Word of
your understanding Himself to us. Thus, nothing ever takes the God-not our creeds, not
enlightened, you've got place of the revealed Word of God. our confessions, not our
to come back to the Word traditions-but it's the
of God and to His Son, Word of God that's liv-
Jesus Christ. That you may know-not inheritance of the saints in light. Here ing. And it's powerful. The word
question and doubt-but that you may the word "partakers" literally means "powerful" is "energetic." And the
know what is the hope of God's calling to enjoy our share fully. God has made Word of God is "sharper than any
and that you may know what the riches us adequate, so we can fully enjoy our twoedged sword, piercing even to the
of the glory of God's inheritance is in share of the inheritance of the saints in dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
the saints. People, the only way you'll light. and of the joints and marrow .... "
ever get to know that is to come back to Verse 13. "Who hath [past tense] And the Word of God, people, is the
the Word, come back to Jesus Christ. delivered us from the power of dark- discerner. The word "discerner" is the

Verse 19 of Ephesians 1 says we are ness, and hath translated us .... " The word "critic." The Word of God is the
to know what is the exceeding great- word "translated" is "given us citizen- critic of the thoughts and intents of the
ness of God's power to us who believe. ship." That's how it's used in the San- heart. For centuries men have been the
Again, to know this power we've got to skrit and that's precisely what we have. critics of the Word. Men have judged
know God's Word. He has given us citizenship in the king- the Word; they have torn it apart.

Look at Colossians 1. dom by the work of His dear Son in Man has always set himself up as the
Colossians 1:10: whom, verse 14 goes on to say, we critic of the Word. But the Word of
Thatye might walk worthy of the Lord unto have redemption. "Through his God says that it is the critic of every
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good blood" is omitted in the texts. Then man. The Word is the critic of every
work, and increasing in the knowledge of comes the word "forgiveness" which is man, even to the end that it discerns
God. the word "remission" of sins. In His the thoughts and intents of the heart.

God wants us to walk worthy of Him dear Son we have redemption and we I used to teach what I had memorized
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in have remission of sins. from the Heidelburg Catechism that
every good work, and growing up- From this dynamic and vital infor- "the Scriptures are our primary rule of
"increasing" is growing up-in the marion which we've just been studying faith and practice." That statement is
knowledge of whom? God. If you want from Philippians, Ephesians, and Co- a lie. That's catechism, not the Word!
to grow up in the knowledge of God, lossians, you can see why all of man's I now know and deelare to those of us
you have to grow up in the knowledge. impressions, all of man's beliefs, all of in The Way Ministry that the Word of
of His Word, for the Word of God is man's inferences, and all of man's con- God is our only, not our primary, it's
the will of God. elusions must themselves be judged our ONLY rule for faith and practice.

Verse 11 of Colossians goes on to and evaluated in the light of the in- We have none other but the Word.
say that we are to be strengthened. tegrity and accuracy of the Scriptures. 'When it comes right down to the fine
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When it comes right down to the fine points
of the Word, it is never a question of my

understanding what God means; it's simply
a question of my believing what God says.

points of the Word, it is never a ques-
tion of my understanding what God
means; it's simply a question of my
believing what God says. If I don't
understand, it doesn't make any dif-
ference as long as God said it! As to a
man's understanding, you all well
know that man's ability is very limited.
He doesn't understand
much of anything. Man's
never even been able to
understand himself. One
philosopher once said,
"Know thyself." You'll
never know yourself until
you know the Word. You
can work on yourself a lifetime and
never know yourself. It's like trying to
pull yourself up by your bootstraps-
the harder you pull, the deeper you'll
sink in the mud. The same is true of
the work and Word of God. The work
and the Word of God can only be
known by God's revelation of Himself
in His Word and by believing.

For God to reveal Himself-God the
Creator of heaven and earth, God who
is Spirit-God had to condescend. The
figure of speech is anthropopatheia. God
had to condescend to the level or the
capability of men to understand.
That's why He had to use words in the
Word that our finite minds could ap-
prehend and perhaps even in a few in-
stances comprehend . Yet, all the finite
words in the world at best, as holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit, can never fully explain the in-
finite. All finite words are below par
when it comes to explaining the infinite.

I many times may not be able to ex-
plain or even understand the fullness of
the revealed Truth; but there's one
thing I know about God's Word: I can
believe and experience it. That's why
in my mind and in the minds of the
people of The Way Ministry who love
God's Word, salvation is a subject not
just to be preached about. Salvation is
a blessed reality to be experienced and
to be enjoyed. It is never man's salva-
tion of himself. It is a salvation that has
been divinely prepared, people. It has
been divinely purposed by God and
it's been divinely imparted by God to
every born-again believer.

.Of.all God's work the greatest is His
W'ord. God's will, God's work, God's
Word are one. That's why salvation-
God's salvation of man-is called in
the Bible "the way."

What does Isaiah 30:21 say? "And

thine ears shall hear a word behind
thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye
in it .... "

In John 14:6 Jesus Christ said, "I
am the way .... " Jesus Christ is still
the way to God in this day and time.

In Acts 9:2 Saul was going to Da-
mascus to find" any of this way," or

"any of the way" is the text. Saul
wanted to root out of Damascus those
who were followers of "the way,"
Jesus Christ.

In Acts 18 Aquila and Priscilla took
Apollos aside and they expounded to
him the way of God more perfectly.
You see, the way of salvation is the
way of God, and Aquila and Priscilla
expounded to Apollos more perfectly
the way. Salvation is called "the
way. " And Jesus Christ is the only
way to salvation. That's why followers
of The Way are those who are saved by
the power of God through Christ Jesus.

Acts 19:9 says that many in Ephesus
were hardened and believed not, but
spoke evil of the way before the multi-
tude. They spoke evil of salvation; they
spoke evil of the way; they spoke evil of
our lord and savior, Jesus Christ.

Verse 23 of this same chapter says
that "there arose no small stir about
that way," about the way. "No small
stir" means a big stir.

Look at Acts 22:4. Paul described
his past by saying, "And I persecuted
this way .... " The way of salvation,
Jesus Christ, was what Paul had been
seeking to destroy.

In Acts 24: 14 Paul confessed to Felix
that "after the way which they call
heresy [and the word 'heresy' is the
word 'cult'], so worship I the God of
my fathers, believing all things which
are written in the law and in the proph-
ets." "The way" was the way of God,
the way of salvation. The way is God
and what He wrought in His wonder-
ful Son, Jesus Christ, who is "the way,
the truth, and the life." That is what
The Way Ministry promulgates world-
wide. That's Word Over the World.
Our God is the way, the only way.
There is no other way whereby man
can be saved except by our God,

through His wonderful Son, Jesus
Christ. For there is no other name
given under heaven among men
whereby we must be what? Saved. And
that one name which is above all
names is the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, God's only begotten Son.

I'd like to close this teaching on
"The Knowledge of God"
with the oldest benedic-
tion in the Word of God.
And this threefold Ara-
maic benediction is found
in the Book of Numbers.
Before you read it, I would
like to tell you that" Israel"

was beloved of God. Today we are the
Israel of God because we are the beloved
of God. Romans 4:16 tells us that we
are the children of Abraham because of
our believing in the same 'God and in
the coming of the Christ that Abraham
believed in. The believers are the true
children of Israel. We are the beloved
of God. That's why this great blessing
here in Numbers is for all of us. The
word "Lord" here is "Jehovah," God
in relationship to that which He has
created.
Numbers 6:24-26:
The Lord bless thee, and keep thee:
The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and
be gracious unto thee:
The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee,
and give thee peace.

I want the Lord, Jehovah, who is the
Elohim, the Creator of the heavens
and the earth, to bless you, my people,
and the Lord to keep you. And the
Lord make His face shine upon you,
which means that God opens Himself
to you. And the Lord be gracious, give
divine favor, unto you. And the Lord
lift up His countenance-all the beauty
and light of what He is-to you. And
Jehovah will give you peace.

You see, it's the knowledge of God
from His Word that makes it possible for
a man or a woman to have salvation, to
refute the past, and press toward the
prize at the return of Jesus Christ. It's
the knowledge of God's Word, the rev-
elation of God from His Word, that
blessesyou, that keeps you, that lets God
shine with all His radiance in your life,
and that gives you peace.

People, you can't have something so
good, so real, so vibrant, so living,
without sharing it. So we study this
Word. Then I share this Word with you;
you share it with another. And together
we grow in the knowledge of God. (J
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